The cold spring did what no hothouse could do.
Evidently,, at the beginning of its development, wheat
must go through a certain stage,, or phase., and it cannot
do this without cold.
But what the Ganja spring did,, man can do. Knowing that
a winter variety needs cold during its first stage of develop-
ment,, man can give it the necessary dose when the germ in
the grain is just beginning to grow. A winter variety, thus
"vernalized," will slip through this important stage and in
its subsequent development will behave like a spring variety.
The history of science records the following.
Abbot Cremonini, a professor at Padua, was invited to
look through Galileo's telescope.
"You will see Jupiter's satellites and the spots on the
Sun/' he was told.
But the learned abbot turned away with indifference,
saying:
"Jupiter has no satellites, and there are no spots on
the Sun, why, then, should I look through the telescope?"
Much as the Morganists would have liked to repeat Cre-
monini's answer, nothing of the kind could happen in our
country in relation to Lysenko's discovery.
When, in January 1929, Lysenko spoke at the Leningrad
Congress about controlling the plant organism, his remarks
did not make any particular impression upon the formal
geneticists who were assembled there. They listened to
him, but did not hear him, as if their ears were stuffed with
cotton wool. The "cotton wool," was the preconceived,
dogmatic theory that was "accepted by the best authorities
in "Western Europe and America."
But Soviet science was not confined to the Morganists,
to those who regarded the paper Lysenko read at the congress
as a "provincial problem." This happened in the U.S.S.R.,
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